Introduced by Council Member Joost: 

RESOLUTION 2009-681
A RESOLUTION REAFFIRMING THE CITY’S LONG-STANDING AND VALUED RELATIONSHIP WITH ITS FRENCH SISTER CITY, NANTES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Jacksonville and the Loire Valley region of France have a long mutual history, as it was from the Loire Valley that Huguenot settlers came to Florida in 1564 to establish the first French colony in North America at Fort Caroline, located in what would eventually become the City of Jacksonville; and


WHEREAS, Jacksonville and the City of Nantes established a formal Sister Cities relationship with twinning ceremonies in Jacksonville in August 1984 and in Nantes in May 1985; and


WHEREAS, over the past 25 years, friendly relations between our cities have grown and prospered as cultural, business, educational and sporting exchanges and visits have been made across the Atlantic Ocean by many of our citizens and government representatives; and 


WHEREAS, the City wishes to recognize and express gratitude to the following three individuals who were instrumental in establishing this valued relationship with Nantes: Robert Marquis de Goulaine, because his ancestor Rene Laudonniere de Goulaine was the founder of Ft. Caroline; former U.S. Representative Charles Bennett, because of his extensive knowledge of the French historical ties to Jacksonville; and Suzanne Carrell, former President of the Jacksonville Alliance Francaise, for the crucial role she played in creating the official relationship; and


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville will hold anniversary celebrations in November 2009 to commemorate the 25-year long Sister Cities relationship between Jacksonville and Nantes; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City of Jacksonville hereby reaffirms its long-standing and valued relationship with the people and government of Nantes, and extends its best wishes to the mayor and citizens of Nantes

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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